
16/1760/FUL 

‘Replacement of existing roof plant 

2 Sturton Street Cambridge CB1 2QA’ 

 
New evidence demonstrates that the Licensing Sub-Committee’s determination, 
dated 29 November 2016, in favour of City Pub Company (East) plc’s application 
for a Premises Licence Variation was based on a material error of fact and 
therefore ought not to stand unchallenged as a basis for further decision-making. 

 

Readers are invited to study the floor plans on the last page below before continuing with these 
explanatory paragraphs.  

The new evidence was assembled from webpages of the former Backstreet Bistro, from the 
websites of Cambridge CAMRA and of Tripadvisor, and from files submitted by City Pub Company 
(East) plc in applying to redevelop the Backstreet Bistro premises as a major gastro-pub. 
Annotations are added for the sake of clarity and to facilitate cross-referencing. (The evidence is 
unaffected by the ‘revised proposed plans’ latterly submitted by City Pub Company (East) plc.) 

The photos show 26 place-settings (‘covers’) in the main dining area of the ‘Restaurant’.  Two 
other tables, with 5 settings between them, are added to this area from memory and the 
number of settings per table is maximized, yielding a total of 32 settings in the main dining area. 
A maximum of 10 settings is allowed in the ‘private dining space’ of the ‘Restaurant’ (per owner, 
not in view). In the ‘Bar’, i.e. the lower ‘bar area with a few tables’, is a table beside the Hooper 
Street entrance regularly occupied by the former owner and friends (‘Proprietor’s table’). This 
could have up to 6 settings, and two other tables in the ‘Bar’ can be allowed 3 settings each and 
another might have 6 settings. The total for this area, covers maximized, is 18. In the outside or 
alfresco space, the ‘Open Seating Area’ and the ‘Covered Seating Area’ were not used for dining. 
It is therefore established that the Backstreet Bistro could accommodate up to 60 covers for 
large parties, i.e. as many as 42 in the ‘Restaurant’ areas plus as many as 18 in the ‘Bar’. 

The number of covers proposed by City Pub (East) plc for the licensed area in the redeveloped 
premises is shown in their drawing as 70 covers in the ‘Internal’ area plus 6 bar stools; also 22 
covers in the ‘Terrace’ area and 16 in the ‘Covered Area’, making a total of 114 covers, or 90% 
more than in the Backstreet Bistro. 

In its ‘Statement of Case’, tabled before the Licensing Sub-Committee meeting of 28 November 
2016, City Pub Company (East) plc stated: 

‘There is a widely-held view amongst those that have made representations that the number of 
covers is set to increase dramatically. This is not the case … The proposal is to have the same 
number of internal covers as previously, save for an additional 6 stools at the bar’ (emphasis 
added). 

In its ‘Notice of Determination’, dated 29 November 2016, the Licensing Sub-Committee agreed 
with City Pub Company (East) plc: 

‘The Subcommittee accepted that the changes of the layout of the premises do not appear to 
increase the number of covers substantially’ (emphasis added). 
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This was one of the four ‘reasons’ given for granting the licence variation. But the Sub-committee 
erred in taking City Pub Company (East) plc’s number of ‘internal covers’ to be the total number 
of covers in the redeveloped premises; the Sub-Committee merely joined City Pub Company 
(East) plc in ignoring the covers in the Terrace and Covered areas (22 + 16). 

The evidence for a 90% increase on the number of covers in the old Backstreet Bistro shows that 
the Licensing Sub-Committee’s determination in favour of City Pub Company (East) plc was 
based on a material error of fact and therefore ought not to stand unchallenged as a basis for 
further decision-making.  

City Pub Company (East) plc propose to about double the capacity for trade on the old Backstreet 
Bistro premises, making their new gastro-pub not only the biggest of the 13 eateries in the west 
Mill Road area, but in fact the biggest pub-restaurant in the ward. The proprietors 
acknowledge this implicitly in calling their new premises ‘The Petersfield’. 

This inappropriate redevelopment of the Backstreet Bistro site, on a quiet corner of the most 
densely populated neighbourhood in Cambridge, lies at the root of the case against the present 
application for ‘Replacement of existing roof plant’ – in respect of public safety, noise and odour 
nuisance, traffic and parking, child protection &c.  The scale of the redevelopment is the linchpin 
of the application. It is therefore requested that the new evidence of 90% up-scaling – from 60 
to 114 covers – be laid before the Planning Committee as a matter of urgency. 

James Moore (Prof.), 6 Sturton Street 
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‘… a very pleasant little eatery. Upon entering, to the right is the bar area with a 

few tables … There’s also an outside area of decking, forming a nice sun trap. To 

the left of the entrance is the dining area …’ 
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‘We are able to cater for parties of from 20 to 60.’ 

 

‘We have a private dining space for between 8 and 10 people …’ 
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‘… Upon entering, to the right is the bar area with a few tables …’ 
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    (16_1760_FUL-EXISTING_PLANS._GROUND__FIRST___BASEMENT-2021052) 

‘Restaurant’ = 42 covers + ‘Bar’ area with Proprietor’s table = 18:  MAX. TOTAL COVERS = 60 

(Open and covered ‘seating areas' accessed through bar, not used for dining) 

 

        (BSB Licence area Plan Proposed Annex 4) 

Internal covers = 70 + 6 bar stools = 76. Total terrace and covered area = 38 

MAX. TOTAL COVERS = 114 
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